
HappyValleyIndustry.com is powered by  
Affinity Connection, a leader in business 
communication based in State College. Over the 
past 40 years, hundreds of thousands of readers 
have been reached through our websites and 
publications. 

• Penn State National Championship Yearbook 1982 
• Blue White Illustrated, started in 1985
• Pennsylvania Business Central, started in 1991
• HappyValley.com, started in 1995
• Journeys magazine for Innovation Park, since 2015
• KCF Tech communication support, since 2017

Dedicated to the innovators
advancing technology, 
HappyValleyIndustry.com tells 
your story and connects you to 
the world with custom written 
features, dedicated landing pages 
custom eletters and more.

Website

Sent to decision makers and 
recruits, HappyValley Industry’s 
weekly eletter covers local tech 
news and your top stories in a 
compelling, responsive format. 

Weekly Eletter

Read about the latest Innovation 
4.0 news in Happy Valley 
in a high-visibility quarterly 
magazine.

Magazine

Telling the story of HappyValley Industry 4.0
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We know industry, we know central Pennsylvania and we can partner with 
you to tell your story and connect you to the global marketplace today!
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Steve Jobs said, 

“	The most powerful person in  
	 the world is the storyteller.” 
At Affinity Connection, we have proof that compelling stories  
make the most powerful marketing. Your relationship with  
your customers is built on the story that lives in their hearts  
and minds about your mission, your products, your services,  
and your brand. Your story can drive results:

	 •	 New leads and new customers
	 •	 Increased sales to existing customers 
	 •	 More funding from donors or investors
	 •	 New partnerships to support growth 

Embrace expert storytelling and generate the results you need.

Expertise.

Strategic content 
solutions

Social Media & 
Event promotion

Eletters & Websites Documents & Publishing

Affinity Connection is a leader in business 
communication based in State College. Over 
the past 40 years, hundreds of thousands of 
readers have been reached through our websites 
and publications.

Amplifying the  
stories of:

•	HappyValley Industry
•	Startup Alleghenies &  

Alleghenies Marketplace
•	Penn State Research
•	KCF Technologies
•	Wolf Heart Sales
•	Bedford County Develop-

ment Association
•	SCASD Education Foundation
•	State College Food Bank
•	Rensselaer Society of Engineers
•	Alumni interest groups at colleges 

and universities across the country 
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COPYWRITING

Articles  $350
•	Tailored to your specific publications or distribution channels
•	Researched and written by an experienced professional 
•	Approx. 750-word standard, includes editing, revisions,  
and approval

•	Inclusion in HappyValleyIndustry.com is also available 
Eletters  $950

•	Up to 3 articles (350-500 words)  
tailored to your audience

•	Researched and written by an  
experienced professional

•	Professional layout in email marketing  
software (of your choice)

•	Distribution (to a list you provide)
•	Distribution list development also available
•	One-time or regular frequency available  

(i.e. monthly or other)

Affinity Connection’s content solutions team includes experienced marketing 
professionals with expertise in understanding the specific point of view of a target 
audience and creating stories that move them to action. 

Stories crafted by our team are more than compelling—they are results-based, 
designed to achieve specific goals.   

Results-based storytelling

STAKEHOLDER AUDIT	  $5,000 (estimated, based on list size)

Strategic content solutions

•	Prioritize your audiences
•	Electronic survey to capture their points of view
•	Analysis of responses to uncover misalignment or gaps in messaging
•	Executive summary report on findings
•	Recommendations for content strategy
•	4-6 week timeline  

4

Think of it this way.

Take the tale of two Cadillacs. . .

Same machine… but Martha and Vinny are two completely different people, 

using it for two completely different purposes, in two completely different 

environments. They will have incredibly different, RANDOM events occurring 

that will affect the maintenance needs of their cars. Vinny is hitting potholes and 

curbs and getting in little fender benders all day long. Martha may get a nail in 

her tire or hit a bump once in a blue moon. 

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to realize that an excessive time-based program 

is at minimum a waste of money and at maximum a recipe for disaster for at 

least one of these two Cadillacs. 

And the same goes for factory machinery.

Even if your equipment is treated equally (which, let’s be honest, it’s not) it does 

not deserve to be maintained.

Need more convincing, check out the graphs on the next page.

MISTAKE

#1
One Cadillac is driven 

only on the highway, in 

Florida, by a lovely old 

lady named Martha.

Another Cadillac is 

driven on the mean 

streets of New York 

City by a taxi-driver 

named Vinny. 

#1
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COPYWRITING

Strategic content solutions

Media Materials

Press Releases  $500
•	Tailored to your media audience
•	Researched and written by an experienced  
professional with a media relations background

•	Approx. 500-750 word standard, includes  
editing, revisions and approval

Fact Sheets  $350
•	Key takeaways 
•	Infographics
•	Supplemental information
•	Important statistics
•	Media list development is also available  

(request a quote)

Event Promotion  $750
•  3-email series tailored to your audience (to a list you provide)
•  500-word article or press release with key details
•  Inclusion in HappyValleyIndustry.com weekly eletter is also available
•  One-time announcement also available (article fees apply)

Expertise.
Affinity Connection is a leader in business 
communication based in State College. Over 
the past 40 years, hundreds of thousands of 
readers have been reached through our websites 
and publications.

KCF Technologies 
336 S. Fraser St.
State College, PA 16801

Dear <First Name>,

Why are hundreds of plant managers catching failures and disruptions on their winder machines, using predictive 
maintenance over outdated, ineffective methods? Sophisticated technology that helps you protect your winders 
from major mechanical failure is nothing futuristic—it’s the solution that your plant needs now, and that your 
competitors are already using. 

Do any of these sound familiar?

• Gearbox and bearing failures in winder machines
• Gearbox and bearing failures in press section dryers and winders in paper machines
• Process disruption in pump valves and top separators in pulp digesters

These are the kinds of problems that innovative, up‑to‑the‑minute plant managers are bypassing completely. 
Want to be one of them?

Maybe you think your current methods are working just fine. 
Maybe they are. But how many of your competitors will bypass 
your production and profits, while you stay stuck in the past?

Take less than half an hour to see how predictive analytics on 
your machines and equipment can keep you running smoothly, 
without expensive interruptions and costly downtime. We’ll 
talk one‑on‑one in a private, complimentary consultation, that’ll 
be quick, easy, and to the point. 

Check your calendar and let’s schedule a time to chat. 

<Salesperson>
Sales Representative
<Salesperson Phone>
<Salesperson Email>

855-082

“Thanks Ben. You were the reason they selected 
us for this award so I am very grateful to you. I 
wish you were in town last week to attend the 
reception. I remain proud of the work that we 
accomplished, but even more thankful that the 
whole team (PdM guys, Reliability Team, and 
KCF) was able to share in the evening. Most of 
our folks have never been part of anything like 
that. It felt like we won the Super Bowl.”

– Quote by Brian J. Skoney of Glatfelter who was 
Honored as Manufacturing Innovator…won for their 
innovative use of sensor technologies throughout 
the facility to optimally manage the maintenance 
and reliability of production equipment

“I’ve been in the field of 
condition-based monitoring for 
20+ years, and this has been the 
most rewarding implementation. 
We started out with a 24-sensor  
‘starter kit’ and have grown to 
approximately 150 sensors over 
the past year.”

– Dan Warren, CBM Analyst/Team 
Leader, Dow Corning

“We don’t like risking our 
men’s safety when they 
have to collect data from 
these hazardous machines.”

– A maintenance 
superintendent from a paper 
mill just like yours

This wireless sensor helped Glatfelter Paper Mill determine that the 
gearbox of this rereeler was incorrectly design engineered for this 
particular application. They needed a larger gearbox to handle the 
loads involved with this process.

FRAC MD: 
Innovation + Action = Victory

The smoother we run our equipment, 
the safer and more profitable our 
company will be. 

Damage Accumulation is a calculation 
that quantifies the amount of wear 
and tear our frac fleets endure.

YOUR GOAL:
Minimize harmful and dangerous 
running conditions (cavitation, loose 
packing nuts and leaking D-rings, 
bad valves/seals, etc.) as much as 
possible while still making rate. 

CONGRATULATIONS!
Thad Reed (Service Supervisor Fleet 3), 
Jason Yates (Service Supervisor Fleet 6) and 
David Kipp (Sr. Technical Professional Fleet 
2 ) have all been utilizing FracMD to monitor 
stages. By utilizing the live dashboard, these 
professionals have been able to reduce 
damage and extend equipment life. 

MARCH 2017 THREE‑MONTH AVERAGE

CONTACT INFO: 

To arrange training or site visits: Chris 
Williams | cwilliams@kcftech.com, 
570-651-5617 

Questions about how to use the service: 
Sentry Services | sentry@kcftech.com, 
814-867-4097 ext. 130 

Technical Support: support@kcftech.com 
or 814-867-4097 ext. 188 

See a leaking packing or D-ring? Address it immediately! 
Water leaving the system = air entering the system.

This creates damaging cavitation. 

TIP OF THE 
MONTH
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Targeted distribution

What's your story? 

DIRECT MARKETING MANAGEMENT VIA U.S. MAIL OR ELECTRONIC  Request a quote
•	Distribution list development
•	Print production and/or email management

k Thank you

Gratitude
For your industry.  

For your work.  
For you.

p

We want YOU:  
Join the elite veteran force that uses military standards in maintenance.

We want YOU:  
Join the elite veteran force that uses military standards in maintenance.

CATALYST

HOW THE WATERFRONT PROJECT 
IS TRANSFORMING BELLEFONTE 
FROM A PENN STATE BEDROOM 
TO A TOP TOURIST DESTINATION

STATE COLLEGE &  
THE ANTIDOTE TO DYING 

DOWNTOWNS

TOP TALENT
RELOCATING TO
HAPPY VALLEY

DELIVERING
GLOBAL

SOLUTIONS

WORK,
LIVE,
PLAY

YINDUSTR
HHaappppyy  VVaalllleeyy

JULY, 2020I N D U S T R Y 4.0  I N P E N N S Y LVA N I A

O n  r ig h t  s id e ,  c h a n g e  n a m e  f r o m F u t u r e S m a r t  t o  C a t a ly s t 
r e p la c e  2 1 s t  C e n t u r y  t e c h n o lo g y  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia 
w i t h I n d u s t r y  4 .0  in  C e n t r a l  P e n n s y lv a n ia 
 

with Industry 4.0 in 
Central Pennsylvania

replace 21st Century 
technology in 
Pennsylvania

On right side, change 
name from FutureSmart 
to Catalyst

4.0SMART
FUTURE

July, 202021st century technology in Pennsylvania

CATALYST
Innovation and Industry in Happy Valley, PA Spring 2023 

BEDFORD COUNTY 
DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION

FINANCE
SEMINAR

May

Friday

May

26

9 - 10:30 AM
■ OUR
 SPEAKERS
 Trudy Mitchell 

Southern Alleghenies Planning and 
Development Commission (SAPDC)

 Michele Clapper 
Johnstown Area Regional Industries (JARI)

 Tom Seasoltz 
Altoona Blair County Development 
Corporation (ABCD)

 Jared Lucas 
PA Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED)

	 Jeff	Boldizar 
Small Business Development Center, Saint 
Francis University

■ HOT	BREAKFAST	SERVED

Homewood  
at Spring House 

Estates
150 Victoria Ave.

Everett, PA

RSVP to  
  info@bcda.org	 

or  
 	814-623-4816
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ECore is a team of men and women making sure your business's flooring
is made in an American plant, by American hands, with American values.
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This is Scott, 
he's"old-school"

awesome

CREATING STANDARDS FOR MODERN EXCELLENCE THAT WILL LEAVE YOU FLOORED

ECore enters the arena  
of recycled rubber floor 

manufacturing

1 9 8 7

ECore achieves
20% compounded 
growth each year

1 9 8 9  -  2 0 0 0

ECore completes 
development of turf and 
lamination technology

2 0 0 8

ECore earns Top ROI Award  
from KCF Technologies 
with $20M saved from  

downtime and 200x ROI

2 0 1 8

ECore hits manufacturing 
milestone producing  

1 million square feet of 
cork floor tiles per month

1 9 6 2

HERO 
FEATURE

Becoming truly badass at anything requires you to step away from 
the status quo and start looking for a greater destiny. Think Bon 
Jovi. Al Pacino. Tom Brady. You think they settled for the status 
quo? Heck, no! 

Scott Geib at ECore didn’t settle for the status quo, either.

Every plant experiences average, everyday maintenance issues. While some might 
accept them as part of the job, Scott Geib did not. In fact, he knew his flooring plant was 
consistently losing valuable time to the same old issues, and that the ensuing firefighting 
was eating into profitability. 

As a self-described “old-school tech user” (we’re talking flip phone, people), Scott didn’t 
immediately jump at a cutting-edge solution. He stuck with what he knew—a combination of 
time-based maintenance and periodic "stethoscope" vibration readings. In hindsight,  
he says, he didn’t understand wireless systems and he was skeptical, maybe even a  
little afraid.

Could he implement and oversee a wireless system he didn’t know much about? Would his 
team get on board or would they revolt? Would his job as maintenance manager evolve or 
would it be obsolete?

Ancient machinery. Hard to source parts. Unplanned downtime threats. How closely does 
Scott's story relate to yours?  ›

11 Fall 2019 / american PLANT MANAGERKCF Technologies • kcftech.com

L E F T:  s c o t t  g e i b  a n d  

H I S  t e a m  O F  I N D U S T R I A L  

W O R K E R S  a r e  k e e p i n g 

t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d 

t h e i r  c o u n t r y  s t r o n g . 

with                          , ECore

ECORE’S 
  $20M SAVE

NEW WAYS MACHINE 
MONITORING CAN 
TEACH    
DOGS  

   OLD-SCHOOL  
 NEW TRICKS

Scott Geib

KCF Technologies is honored to be a part of 
the solution ECore leverages to stay globally 
competitive.  After Corporate Reliability 
Manager Scott Geib spent six months 
using a route-based monitoring technology 
that only captured a few minutes of data 
every few weeks, he embraced something 
new — KCF’s 100% wireless system 
and expert monitoring service.  Find out 
more about Scott’s story in this feature.

M A N A G E M E N T   |   B U S I N E S S   |   S U C C E S S   |   T E C H N O L O G Y

AVOIDING 
CATASTROPHIC  
FAILURES
Expert Advice from  
David White, 

ECORE’S 
  $20M SAVE
NEW WAYS MACHINE 
MONITORING CAN  
TEACH  OLD-SCHOOL  
DOGS  NEW TRICKS
with

LEARN 'EM & 
BE THE HERO!

THAT WILL

YOUR PLANT
SABOTAGE
4 BLIND SPOTS
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PLANT MANAGER
KCF TECHNOLOGIES

CALM THE HELL DOWN
TOYOTA’S LESSON ON DOWNTIME  pg 25
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Targeted distribution

Expertise.
Affinity Connection is a leader in business 
communication based in State College. Over 
the past 40 years, hundreds of thousands of 
readers have been reached through our websites 
and publications.

ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION OFFERINGS   
Call for pricing

WEBSITES

HAPPYVALLEYINDUSTRY.COM WEEKLY ELETTER  $250 
per article or email announcement  
(distribution only) 

HappyValley Industry is dedicated to the smart, hardworking innovators 
and business owners who are at the leading-edge of their industries. 
We also tailor our content to Penn State alumni in decision-maker and 
leadership roles working at leading organizations around the world.

•	5,000+ subscribers and growing

•	Average 24% open rate

•	Average 4% click-through rate

•	Consideration for publication in Centre Daily Times Sunday digital 
edition and CDT’s social media promotion through our exclusive 
partnership 

If you need resources that are professional, agile, and quick, our team is 
perfect for you. Let us help you communicate directly to decision-makers on all 
levels, not only about what you do, but why you do it, and why they need your 
products, services and collaboration.
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PERSONALIZED CARDS 
AND POSTCARDS

k Thank you

Gratitude
For your industry.  

For your work.  
For you.

p

Affinity Connection tells your story and engages readers. We create articles, weekly eLetters, 
social media posts, press releases, promote your event, feature your story in HappyValley 
Industry, create informative print media from fact sheets to books and ebooks. 

Venture & IP Conference
October 6 & 7, 2016

A first look at 40 disruptive Penn State technologies
INNOVATION GUIDE

WoLF  
HEART
Sales

GET STARTED

GUIDANCE TO FUEL

YOUR SALES GROWTH

Wolf Heart Sales

“Quote one text. A 

few sentences or a 

paragraph here.”

Join the  
12-week  

Wolf Pack Attack

Download Wolf 
Heart Workbook 

Sheets

Get the Book

ABOUT US   ABOUT YOU   GET THE BOOK   

ACTUAL VIDEO 

COMING

Get the Book

FLIP THE TABLE  
on conventional sales

INSTEAD OF SELLING 

YOURSELF AND YOUR 

PRODUCT, you’ll learn to 

focus your Wolf Heart on your 

customer

DISCOVER a powerful 

commitment to your pack 

that fuels ambush instinct to 

win the hunt 

“Quote two text. A 

few sentences or a 

paragraph here.”

“Quote three text. A 

few sentences or a 

paragraph here.”

BOOKS AND EBOOKS

MAGAZINES AND CUSTOM PUBLICATIONS

HERO 
FEATURE

From Rosie the Riveter 
to Girls in STEM, Women 
are Central to the Future 
of U.S. Manufacturing

Women in Industry: 

Heck Yeah We Can Do It!
In MAN-ufacturing, things are primed for change...again.

During World War II, women entered the 
American workforce in unprecedented 
numbers, especially in fields like 
manufacturing that had traditionally 
employed mostly men. Recruited by the 
War Advertising Council’s ‘Women in War 
Jobs' campaign and its iconic poster- 
woman, Rosie the Riveter, women came 
from across the country to fill spaces on 
assembly lines in support of the war effort.

Rosie led the shift in public opinion about 
a women’s place in work, in particular in 
manufacturing, highlighting the patriotic 
duty of women to enter the workforce and 
encouraging them to take on industrial 
jobs. Between 1940 and 1945, the 
percentage of women in the workforce 

in the United States increased from 
27% to nearly 37%, and nearly one 
out of every four married women 
worked outside of the home by 1945. 
In all, 6 million American women 
supported the country’s industrial 
production during wartime.*

Today, American women earn more 
than half of all college degrees and hold 
more than half of all managerial and 
professional positions. Yet, they are 
one of the largest pools of untapped 
talent in American manufacturing. 
In 2016, women made up 47% of 
the U.S. labor force, but only 29% of 
the manufacturing workforce.**

23 Fall 2019 / american PLANT MANAGERKCF Technologies • kcftech.com

*National Women’s History Museum
**Delloite’s 2017 Women in Manufacturing Study

50%
OF ALL COLLEGE
DEGREES ARE  
HELD BY WOMEN

29%
OF THE U.S.  
MANUFACTURING  
WORKFORCE IS MADE  
UP OF WOMEN

DEGREE: MS, Engineering Management; BS, Chemistry;  BS, Education
KEY TECH/MECHANICAL EXPERTISE: Project Management, Data Analysis/ Manufacturing Processes, Upstream and Midstream Operations, Directional-Gamma Certification  
PROUDEST CATCH: Helping Oil & Gas customers save millions of dollars on R&M costs over the last 2 years by changing the culture within the company
ADVICE FOR HIRING TOP TALENT: “Hire character. Train skill. You can’t teach attitude or work ethic. Hire a coachable leader who is willing to learn.”
INTERESTING STUFF: “I started my oil and gas career with Baker Hughes as an MWD. Working on drilling rigs, gaining field experience, was a huge benefit when starting at KCF Technologies. I understood the culture and I knew the impact our sensors could make every day."

Brittany Le Van
PARTNERSHIP DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

ONLINE TRAINING COURSES 
AND WORKSHOPS

SALES SHEETS, FLYERS 
AND POSTERS

VIDEOS AND PRESENTATIONS
1

5
MISTAKES

plant managers make

whenfighting
downtime

SMARTDIAGNOSTICS
SUMMIT

5TH ANNUAL

JOIN US for this exclusive, invitation-only 
event for our most forward-thinking cus-
tomers and business partners. Learn from 
and network with industry leaders who 
are implementing cutting-edge PdM strat-
egies, and leave with a detailed plan for 
your own company.

CONNECT
EVOLVE
GET SMART
GET AHEAD

Back This Year: Bring a Guest — This  
invitation includes spouses/partners 
who’d like to join you for all social aspects 
of the Summit, i.e. dinners, receptions, 
and Tuesday afternoon activity.  A perfect 
time of year to enjoy Happy Valley with 
The Central Pennsylvania Festival of the 
Arts kicking off on Thursday, July 12.

Join us for the

JULY 9 - 11
THE 2018 SUMMIT  
WILL COVER:

How your company can beat  
the competition and win more  

business in a down market (learn  
how the competition is beating you)

How to sell PdM to your boss
How to measure and  
showcase your PdM ROI

How to gain enthusiastic  
cooperation from your Operations  

team. (Hint: It has nothing to do  
with catching machine failures!)

Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT)  
pitfalls and how to avoid them

 PAPER & PULP
 OIL & GAS
 CHEMICAL
 AUTO MANUFACTURING
 FOOD & BEVERAGE
 PLUS MORE!

Special offer to our invited 
guests: $0 Registration Fee. 

Workshops, meals networking 
events, social activities and 

registration, all FREE. 
Summit attendees and presenters:

This Year’s Summit Will Cover: 
• How your company can beat the competition and win more business in a down 

market (learn how the competition is beating you)
• How to sell PdM to your boss
• How to measure and showcase your PdM ROI
• How to gain enthusiastic cooperation from your Operations team. (Hint: It has 

nothing to do with catching failures!)
• Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) pitfalls and how to avoid them

For questions, call (814) 867-4097, or email sales@kcftech.com.

New This Year: Bring a Guest
This invitation includes spouses/partners who’d like to join you for all social aspects of the Summit, 
i.e. dinners, receptions, and Tuesday afternoon activity.  A perfect time of year to enjoy Happy Valley 
with The Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts kicking off on Wednesday July 12.

You’re Invited

Join us for this exclusive, invitation-only event 
for our most forward-thinking customers and 
business partners. Learn from and network 
with industry leaders who are implementing 
cutting-edge PdM strategies, and leave with a 
detailed plan for your own company.

• Paper & Pulp
• Oil & Gas
• Chemical
• Auto Manufacturing
• Food & Beverage
• Plus More!

Connect  ↦  Evolve  ↦  Get Smart  ↦  Get Ahead
July 10-12, 2017

4TH ANNUAL 
SMARTDIAGNOSTICS SUMMIT:

Special offer to our invited guests: $0 Registration Fee.
Workshops, meals, networking events, social activities and registration all for FREE.

Summit attendees and presenters:

This Year’s Summit Will Cover: 
• How your company can beat the competition and win more business in a down 

market (learn how the competition is beating you)
• How to sell PdM to your boss
• How to measure and showcase your PdM ROI
• How to gain enthusiastic cooperation from your Operations team. (Hint: It has 

nothing to do with catching failures!)
• Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT) pitfalls and how to avoid them

For questions, call (814) 867-4097, or email sales@kcftech.com.

New This Year: Bring a Guest
This invitation includes spouses/partners who’d like to join you for all social aspects of the Summit, 
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